ith over
80,000 CDs,
10,000 DVDs

and 75,000 LPs split
across two stores,
Frome’s own record
store, Raves from the
Grave, is celebrating
its 20th anniversary
this March.

The store was set up
by owner Richard
Churchyard in 1997
who wanted to demon-
strate his dedicated pas-
sion for music through
an independent record
shop and liked the idea
of being his own boss.

He promises that there
is more stock than any
other high street music
retailer, vowing that if
Raves do not have what
you are looking for,
then he will find it from
their various suppliers.

He said, “Our Frome
store holds the majority
of CDs and DVDs and
new vinyl with our
Warminster store,
which opened eight
years ago, holding most
second hand vinyl.

“Our range of items,
including new chart
CDs and DVDs as well
as thousands of new

release vinyl, is packed
into the building and
covers all musical gen-
res from chart product,
classical, jazz, reggae,
folk etc , even catering
for the more unusual
taste like sound effects
and spoken word - we
really do cater for

CONGRATULATIONS

RAVES FROM

o] THE GRAVE

ON YOUR 20 YEARS IN
BUSINESS FROM ALL YOUR
FRIENDS AT PROPER

HOME TO:
FRANK CARTER // RICHARD THOMPSON
LAURA MARLING // TREMONT!
UNLOVED //JOAN BAEZ & MORE

everybody.”

Richard says that it
was his passion for
music which drove him
to open a local record
store 20 years ago. He
is a keen supporter of
local music and regular-
ly holds live music out-
side and inside the

shop, especially on the
Sunday market days.

While Richard
acknowledges that the
internet has changed the
face of the music indus-
try, he says that there is
no substitute for knowl-
edgeable, friendly staff
who are passionate
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about their music.

“I’m proud of the
Raves team and the fact
that everyone who
comes into the shop gets
a first rate efficient ser-
vice” he said. “We can
find out information for
you straight away. There
may be a song you’ve
heard and not sure what
it’s called, pop in and
have a chat to us and we
should be able to track
the tune down. We love
a challenge!!"

Word has spread about
Raves from the Grave,
which is a mecca for
music enthusiasts.
Celebrity visitors to the
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The Yardbirds, Tom
Robinson but the high-
light still has to be Billy
Bragg being interviewed
by Points West in the
shop and playing to over
600 people in Cheap
Street on Record Store
Day two years ago.

“We also get cus-

tomers who travel miles
to come to the shop,
especially at week-
ends’” added Richard.
“We even have regular
customers from as far
away as Canada and
Japan!!”

The store has also
uncovered a number of

rare records over the
years. Richard said,
“We regularly pick up
great collections of
vinyl and CDs and I
think the rarest item
was a Rolling Stones
promotional album with
only 200 copies being
pressed.

Despite the economic
downturn, Richard is
optimistic that the suc-
cess of the store will
carry them through.
“These are tough times
for everyone, but I think
we have been able to
continue just because of
the sheer range of stock
we have which grows
daily,” he explained.

“I hope we are able to
continue for another 20
years, but we will only
be able to do so with
the continued support
of our customers.

“We would like to say
a huge thank you to all
who have supported us
over the years and to
anyone who’s never
visited us, come and
see what you’ve been
missing. We’re not that
scary and would love to
see new faces in the
shop”

Frome store have includ-
ed Russell Brand

(twice), Van Morrison, [

20 Cheap St, Frome, 01373 464666
MON-SAT 9AM-5PM

9 Weymouth St, Warminster, 01989 213707
MON-SAT 10AM-5PM

www.ravesfromthegrave.com

UNIVERSAL MUSIC UK

CONGRATULATIONS TO
RAVES FROM

THE GRAVE
FOR YOUR
20TH ANNIVERSARY
Thanks for your continued
support. All the best
for the future.

WARNER
MUSIC

UK

CONGRATLUATIONS TO
RAVES FROM THE GRAVE
ON THEIR 20 YEARS
SERVICE TO THE MUSIC

INDUSTRY.
WE WISH THEM ALL THE
BEST FOR THE FUTURE

SONY MUSIC
Many congratulations

on 20 years from all at
Sony Music UK

Congratulations

RAVES FROM
THE GRAVE

For 20 years of
selling great records
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20 MORE
YEARS PLEASE!

Best wishes from

DISCOVERY
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